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TITLE

Course Description:

Grade 1 Social Studies will continue to develop each student’s sense of self-identity, which was
introduced in the Kindergarten Social Studies curriculum. The role of the child in his or her family will
be analyzed and explored. Moving forward, students will learn about families from around the world
and the various family beliefs, customs, traditions, history, and cultures they possess. Students will
compare and contrast their family with their peers’ families and then those from around the world will
also be examined. Students will then study the United States of America with an emphasis on its
origin, past important leaders, and national monuments and symbols. The fundamental rights of
citizens will be introduced and also what it means to be a good United States citizen. Embedded in
each unit is the teachings of Social/ Emotional Awareness and age appropriate awareness of the
Holocaust and Amistad New Jersey legislation.

Course Sequence:

Unit 1: I Am a Member of a Community
Unit 2: Families and Traditions around the World
Unit 3: Heroes of History
Unit 4: Our Nation

Pre-requisite:
Kindergarten Social Studies
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Unit # - Overview
Unit 1

Content Area: Social Studies
Unit Title: I am a member of a Community
Grade Level: 1st Grade
Core Ideas:
Students will examine themselves as an important person in a family, school, and town community. Within this unit,
students will identify ways community members and helpers keep us safe and in turn how they themselves can be
responsible and helpful members of a community.

Unit # - Standards
Standards (Content and Technology):
CPI#: Statement:
Performance Expectations (NJSLS)
6.1.2.CivicsPI.
4

Explain how all people, not just official leaders, play important roles in a community.

6.1.2.CivicsPI.
5

Describe how communities work to accomplish common tasks, establish responsibilities, and fulfill
roles of authority.

1.2.CivicsPD.1 Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts, listening to the ideas of others,
and sharing opinions.

6.1.2.CivicsPD
.2

Establish a process for how individuals can effectively work together to make decisions.

6.1.2.CivicsPR
.1

Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2.CivicsPR
.2

Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at home, in schools, and in communities.

6.1.2.CivicsPR
.3

Analyze classroom rules and routines and describe how they are designed to benefit the common good.

6.1.2.CivicsPR
.4

Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a responsibility to make rules that
are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.

6.1.2.CivicsC
M.2

Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain characteristics can help individuals
collaborate and solve problems (e.g., open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence).

6.1.2.CivicsC
M.3

Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to individuals feeling
accepted.

6.1.2.EconEM.
1

Describe the skills and knowledge required to produce specific goods and
services.

6.1.2.EconEM.
2

Describe the goods and services that individuals and businesses in the local
community produce and those that are produced in other communities.

6.3.2.Civics.P
D.1

With adult guidance and support, bring awareness of a local issue to school and/ or community members
and make recommendations for change.
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Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.1.2.CR.1 Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school, and community.
9.1.2.CAP.1 Make a list of different types of jobs and describe the skills associated with each job.
9.1.2.CAP.3 Define entrepreneurship and social entrepreneurship.
9.1.2.CAP.4 List the potential rewards and risks to starting a business.
9.4.2.CI.1 Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives
9.4.2.CT.1 Gather information about an issue, such as climate change, and collaboratively brainstorm ways to solve

the problem.
Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.2.CS.1 Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and quickly based on

user needs and preferences.
8.1.2.NI.1 Model and describe how individuals use computers to connect to other individuals, places, information,

and ideas through a network.
8.1.2.NI.2 Describe how the internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide.
8.1.2.DA.4 Make predictions based on data using charts or graphs.
Intercultural Statements (Amistad, Holocaust, LGBT, SEL)
SEl:
Self-
Awareness

• Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts
• Recognize the impact of one’s feelings and thoughts on one’s own behavior
• Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths, and limitations
• Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

SEL:
Self-
Management

● Understand and practice strategies for managing one’s own emotions, thoughts, and behaviors
● Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals

SEL:
Social
Awareness

● Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural

backgrounds
● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ

SEL:
Relationship
Skills

● Identify ways to resist inappropriate social pressure
● Demonstrate the ability to prevent and resolve interpersonal conflicts in constructive ways
● Identify who, when, where, or how to seek help for oneself or others when needed

Diversity and
Inclusion

● Highlight and promote diversity, including economic diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance, and
belonging in connection with gender and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disabilities, and
religious tolerance

● Encourage safe, welcoming, and inclusive environments for all students regardless of race or
ethnicity, sexual and gender identities, mental and physical disabilities, and religious beliefs

Interdisciplinary Connection
Language Arts
RI.1.1.

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. RI.1.2. Identify the main topic and retell key
details of a text.

Language Arts
SL.1.1.

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups. A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). B. Build on others’
talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple exchanges.

Language Arts
SL.1.5.

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and
feelings. SL.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation.

Language Arts
L.1.1.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. A. Print all upper- and lowercase letters.

Language Arts
L.1.2.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing.
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Math:
Measurement
and Data
1.MD

C. Represent and interpret data.
4. Organize, represent, and interpret data with up to three categories; ask and answer questions about
the total number of data points, how many in each category, and how many more or less are in one
category than in another.

Unit Essential Question(s):
● What makes me unique in my family, school and

town community?
● How can I work with my classmates in a way that is

fair and respectful to all learners?
● How do rules keep everyone safe and promote

kindness and respect for all classmates?
● What community helpers work in our town and what

skills do they possess?
● What is the difference between a good and service?
● What is the difference between a rule and a law?
● How can we help our family, school and town

community?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
● Students will identify what makes them unique.
● Students will respond to various questions of the

day and interpret data in various charts including
tally charts, Venn diagrams and bar graphs.

● Students will understand their position within
their family, class, and school.

● Students will understand characteristics of a
community of learners that include diversity,
acceptance, respect and responsibilities.

● Students will explain how rules are designed to
keep everyone safe and to treat others fairly.

● Students will discuss and write rules for the
classroom to promote kindness and respect for all
learners.

● Students will identify people in our community
that work to provide goods and services.

● Students will differentiate between a rule and a
law.

● Students will identify how community helpers
play an important role in communities to keep
people safe and those that provide helpful
services.

● Students will identify ways to be a helpful
member of a family, school, and town
community.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments: Individual work, Group work and interactions, Class discussions, Teacher observations
Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s): Quizzes, Teacher observations, Student insight and participation
Alternative Assessments: Projects, Verbal Report

Resources/Materials:
Picture books on lesson topics, large easel paper,
construction paper, Brain pop Jr.

Key Vocabulary:
Citizen, community, community helper, respect,
responsibility, rules, Golden Rule

Suggested Pacing Guide
Lesson
Name/Topic

Student Learning Objective(s) Suggested Tasks/Activities: Day(s) to Complete

1: I am a
V.I.P
(Very
Important
Person)

● Students will identify what
makes them unique.

● Students will respond to various
questions of the day and interpret
data in various charts including
tally charts, Venn diagrams and
bar graphs.

● All about me posters
● Getting to know you/ back

to school activities
● Scavenger Hunt/ Find a

friend activities
● Organize likes and

similarities in various charts

5 Days
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● Students will understand their
position within their family,
class, and school.

● Read alouds:
Chrysanthemum, First Grade
Here I Come etc.

2: I am a
Responsible
member of
my
classroom.

● Students will understand
characteristics of a community of
learners that include diversity,
acceptance, respect and
responsibilities.

● Students will explain how rules
are designed to keep everyone
safe and to treat others fairly.

● Students will discuss and write
rules for the classroom to
promote kindness and respect for
all learners.

● Classes will discuss what
rules are and how they help
everyone in a class.

● During class meetings,
students will discuss
personal traits that help
others feel respected/ The
Golden Rule.

● Students will differentiate
between a fair and unfair
rule.

● Students will work together
to select and write rules for a
safe and happy classroom.

3 Days

3.
Community
Helpers

● Students will identify people in
our community that work to
provide goods and services.

● Students will differentiate
between a rule and a law.

● Students will identify how
community helpers play an
important role in communities to
keep people safe and those that
provide helpful services.

● Classes will read various
picture books and utilize
multimedia sources to learn
about community helpers
and rules and laws.

● Students will identify rules
and laws at home, school
and in a community that
promote the common good
for all.

● Career Day: Students will
learn about various careers
and the skills that are
required to complete jobs.

3 Days

4. I can help
the
community I
live in

● Students will identify ways to be
a helpful member of a family,
school, and town community.

● Students will reflect on ways
to help and be a responsible
citizen at home, in school
and in a town community.

● Brainpop Jr: Rights and
Responsibilities.

3 Days

Teacher Notes: Administration organizes career day
Additional Resources:
First GradeNJ Learning Standards

Differentiation/Modification Strategies
Students with

Disabilities
English Language

Learners
Gifted and Talented

Students
Students at Risk 504 Students

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions, and
permit drawing

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions

● Provide extension
activities

● Build on students’
intrinsic
motivations

● Provide Higher
level questions

● Provide extended
time to complete
tasks

● Consult with
Guidance
Counselors and
follow I&RS

● Consult with 504
Plan for
modifications and
accommodations

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations
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as an
explanation

● Consult with
Case Managers
and follow IEP
accommodations
/modifications

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide Visual
Aids that are
labeled with
vocabulary terms

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide Open
Ended Questions

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

procedures/
action plans

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

Unit # - Overview
Unit 2

Content Area: Social Studies
Unit Title: Families and Traditions Around the World
Grade Level: First Grade
Core Ideas:
Students will examine how family life around the world varies greatly, depending on location. Students will observe the
various beliefs, values, customs, traditions, and holidays families recognize with their specific culture. Students will use
maps to locate various countries that are being studied in relevance to size and location of the United States of America.
Students will closely discover how they can show respect and appreciation for other cultures by learning about them.

Unit # - Standards
Standards (Content and Technology):
CPI#: Statement:
Performance Expectations (NJSLS)
6.1.2.Civics.C
M.3

Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to individuals feeling
accepted.

6.1.2
GEO.PP.1

Explain the different physical and human characteristics that might make a location a good place to live
(e.g., landforms, climate and weather, resource availability)

6.1.2.Geo.
SV.1

Use maps to identify physical features (e.g., continents, oceans, rivers, lakes, mountains).

6.1.2.Geo.
HE.1:

Explain how seasonal weather changes, climate, and other environmental characteristics affect people's
lives in a place or region.

6.1.2.Geo.
HE.2

Describe how human activities affect the culture and environmental characteristics of places or regions
(e.g., transportation, housing, dietary needs).

6.1.2.Geo.
HE.3

Identify cultural and environmental characteristics of different regions in New Jersey and the United
States

6.1.2.Geo.
HE.4

Investigate the relationship between the physical environment of a place and the economic activities
found there.

6.1.2.Geo.GI.1 Explain why and how people, goods, and ideas move from place to place.
6.1.2.Geo.
GI.2

Use technology to understand the culture and physical characteristics of regions.
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6.1.2.Econ
ET.1

Explain the difference between needs and wants.

6.1.2EconEM.
3

Identify the ways in which people exchanged goods and services today, and in the past )e.g., purchase,
borrow, barter)

6.1.2.
HistoryCA.1

Make an evidence-based argument of how and why communities change over time (e.g., locally,
nationally, globally)

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.1.2.FP.2 Differentiate between financial wants and needs.
9.1.2.CAP.2 Explain why employers are willing to pay individuals to work
9.4.2.CI.1 Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives.
9.4.2.GCA:1 Articulate the role of culture in everyday life by describing one’s own culture and comparing it to

cultures of other individuals.
9.4.2IML.1 Identify a simple search term to find information in a search engine or digital resource.
Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.2.CS.1 Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and quickly based on

users needs and preferences.
8.1.2.IC.1 Compare how individuals live and work before and after the implementation of new computing

technology.
8.2.2.ITH.1 Identify products that are designed to meet human wants and needs.
8.2.2.ITH.2 Explain the purpose of a product and its value.
8.2.2.ITH.3 Identify how technology impacts or improves life.
8.2.2ITH.4 Identify how various tools reduce work and improve daily tasks.
8.2.2.EC.1 Identify and compare technology used in different schools, communities, regions, and parts of the world.
Intercultural Statements (Amistad, Holocaust, LGBT, SEL)
SEL:
Self-
Awareness

Recognize one’s personal traits, strengths, and limitations

SEL: Social
Awareness

● Recognize and identify the thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others
● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural

backgrounds
● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ

Diversity and
Inclusion

● Highlight and promote diversity, including economic diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance, and
belonging in connection with gender and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disabilities, and
religious tolerance

● Encourage safe, welcoming, and inclusive environments for all students regardless of race or
ethnicity, sexual and gender identities, mental and physical disabilities, and religious beliefs

Interdisciplinary Connection
Language Arts
RI.1.1.

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

Language Arts
RI.1.2.

Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text.

Language Arts
RI.1.6.

Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and information provided by
the words in a text.

Language Arts
RI.1.7.

Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas.

Language Arts
SL.1.1.

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
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A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time
about the topics and texts under discussion).
B. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple
exchanges

Language Arts
SL.1.4.

Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly.

Language Arts
L.1.1.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking.
A. Print all upper- and lowercase letters
E. Use verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future (e.g., Yesterday I walked home; Today I walk
home; Tomorrow I will walk home).

Math
Number and
Operations in
Base Ten
1.NBT A.

Extend the counting sequence. 1. Count to 120, starting at any number less than 120. In this range, read
and write numerals and represent a number of objects with a written numeral.

Unit Essential Question(s):
● How does location in the world affect family life,

their homes, schools and traditions?
● Why do cultures recognize different beliefs, values,

customs, traditions, and holidays?
● Why are different holidays celebrated around the

world?
● How are families around the world similar and

different?
● How have Americans been influenced by cultures

from around the world?
● How can you show respect to someone from a

different culture?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
● Students will describe characteristics of oneself,

their families and others.
● Students will reflect upon the cultures and

traditions of their family.
● Students will compare and contrast their lifestyle

with that of older family members.
● Students will understand how location plays a

role in developing your family’s identity.
● Students will compare and contrast schools in

different countries.
● Students will identify how location plays a role in

home life in various regions.
● Students will compare and contrast family life

now with long ago.
● Students will identify the impact on inventions

and technology has had on a changing world.
● Students will view various timelines to interpret

how machines have changed over time (car,
telephone, etc)

● Students will study different cultures and their
various beliefs, values, customs, traditions, and
holidays.

● Students will examine how immigration has
benefited the learning of new traditions and
cultures.

● Students will recognize a need and want in
respect to the holiday season.

● Students will use classroom technologies to
attempt contact with students from various
countries to learn about traditions from other
cultures and countries.

● Students will discover that America is made up of
families with all different types of cultures.

Evidence of Learning
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Formative Assessments: Activity Sheets,
Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s): Projects, Reflection Sheets,
Alternative Assessments: Question and Answer, Class discussion

Resources/Materials:
Various topic related picture books, Brainpop Jr, Activity
sheets, maps and globes

Key Vocabulary:
traditions, cultures, climate, inventions, innovation, trade,
holidays

Suggested Pacing Guide
Lesson
Name/Topic

Student Learning Objective(s) Suggested Tasks/Activities: Day(s) to Complete

1. I am a part
of a family
with
special
traditions.

● Students will describe
characteristics of oneself, their
families and others.

● Students will reflect upon the
cultures and traditions of their
family.

● Students will compare and
contrast their lifestyle with that
of older family members.

● Teachers will read and
discuss: What Do You
Celebrate? by Whitney
Stewart

● Students will identify special
traditions and celebrations
from their family.

● Students will interview an
older adult from their family
in regards to traditions, toys,
and activities they had when
they were young. Students
will share interviews with
the class.

● Class will discuss that
diversity among families and
traditions is a way to feel special and
unique.

3 Days

2: Families
Around the
World

● Students will understand how
location plays a role in
developing your family’s
identity.

● Students will compare and
contrast schools in different
countries.

● Students will identify how
location plays a role in home life
in various regions.

● Classes will research and
discuss different homes
based on locations and how
the home meets the needs of
the location (Raised homes
near coast lines, igloo’s in
cold climates, homes in
tropical climates)

● Classes will use the internet
to compare and contrast
schools from various
locations.

● Classes will use anchor
books for lessons: Homes
Around the World by Lisa
M. Herrington and Schools
Around the World by
Brenna Maloney

3 Days

3.How have
families
changed over
time?

● Students will compare and
contrast family life now with
long ago.

● Students will read books that
compare lifestyles from long
ago. Such as Then and Now,
Sara Morton’s Day, Samuel

5 Days
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● Students will identify the impact
on inventions and technology has
had on a changing world.

● Students will view various
timelines to interpret how
machines have changed over
time (car, telephone, etc)

Eaton’s Day, Tapenum’s
Day

● Classes will examine how
people exchange for good
and services long ago
compares to now (Exchange
for services such as Johnny
Appleseed to now
exchanging money for goods
and services)

● How has the evolution of
machines and technology
changed communities over
time. (Writing a letter to
now sending emails)

4: Holidays
around the
World

● Students will study different
cultures and their various beliefs,
values, customs, traditions, and
holidays.

● Students will examine how
immigration has benefited the
learning of new traditions and
cultures.

● Students will recognize a need
and want in respect to the
holiday season.

● Students will use classroom
technologies to attempt contact
with students from various
countries to learn about traditions
from other cultures and
countries.

● BrainPop Jr: Winter
Holidays

● Class will discuss how
location impacts traditions
and celebrations. (Connected
in Holidays Around the
World)

● Class will reflect on how
traditions spread from one
place to another (For
example: poinsettias
tradition from Mexico,
Christmas trees originated in
Germany, ect)

● Students will sort needs and
wants based on an activity
for the holiday season.

● Classes will use multimedia
to research and connect with
people who live around the
world to learn about cultures
and traditions from other
places.

12 Days

5: Showing
respect for

other
Cultures

● Students will discover that
America is made up of families
with all different types of
cultures.

● Class will discuss how
learning about various
cultures and traditions helps
encourage people to be
respectful of diversity,
acceptance, and inclusion.

● Classes will recognize Asian
American Pacific Islander
Heritage month through
assemblies, picture books,
and class activities that

3 Days
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promote recognition of
diversity and inclusiveness.

Teacher Notes: Have various picture books related to topics available for student use.
Additional Resources:
NJ Learning Standards

Differentiation/Modification Strategies
Students with

Disabilities
English Language

Learners
Gifted and Talented

Students
Students at Risk 505 Students

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions, and
permit drawing
as an
explanation

● Consult with
Case Managers
and follow IEP
accommodations
/modifications

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions

● Provide Visual
Aids that are
labeled with
vocabulary terms

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide extension
activities

● Build on students’
intrinsic
motivations

● Provide Higher
level questions

● Provide Open
Ended Questions

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide extended
time to complete
tasks

● Consult with
Guidance
Counselors and
follow I&RS
procedures/
action plans

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Consult with 504
Plan for
modifications and
accommodations

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

Unit # - Overview
Unit 3

Content Area: Social Studies
Unit Title: Heroes of History
Grade Level: First Grade
Core Ideas: During this unit students will learn about American Heroes of History whose contributions to our country
have changed it for the better through acceptance, equality, diversity, and promoted respect by embracing the Amistad and
Holocaust NJ legislation.

Unit # - Standards
Standards (Content and Technology):
CPI#: Statement:
Performance Expectations (NJSLS)
6.1.2 Civics
PI.1

Describe roles and responsibilities of community and local government leaders

6.1.2.Civics
PD.2

Establish a process for how individuals can effectively work together to make decisions.

6.1.2 Civics
DP.2

Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate
authority and rules have impacted individual communities.
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6.1.2.Civics
DP.3

Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the shared values, principles, and
beliefs of the American identity.

6.1.2. Civics
PR.1

Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2. Civics
PR. 4

Explain why teachers, local community leaders, and other adults have a responsibility to make rules that
are fair, consistent, and respectful of individual rights.

6.1.2. Civics
CM. 2

Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain characteristics can help individuals
collaborate and solve problems.

6.1.2.Civics
CM.3

Explain how diversity, tolerance, fairness, and respect for others can contribute to individuals feeling
accepted.

6.1.2.HistoryC
C.1

Use multiple sources to create a chronological sequence of events that describes how and why your
community has changed over time

6.1.2 History
CC2

Use a timeline of important events to make inferences about the “big picture” of history.

6.1.2 History
CC3

Make inferences about how past events, individuals, and innovations affect our current lives.

6.1.2. History
UP.3

Use examples from the past and present to describe how stereotyping and prejudices can lead to conflict.

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.1.2.FP.1 Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves.
9.1.2 CAP.1 Make a list of different types of jobs and describe skills associated with each job.
9.1.2.CAP.2 Explain why employers are willing to pay individuals to work.
Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.2.CS.1 Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and quickly based on

user needs and preferences.
8.1.2.NI.1 Model and describe how individuals use computers to connect to other individuals, places, information,

and ideas through a network.
8.1.2.NI.2 Describe how the internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide.
Intercultural Statements (Amistad, Holocaust, LGBT, SEL)
SEL
Self-
Awareness

● Recognize the impact of one’s feelings and thoughts on one’s own behavior
● Recognize the importance of self-confidence in handling daily tasks and challenges

SEL
Self-
Management

● Identify and apply ways to persevere or overcome barriers through alternative methods to
achieve one’s goals

SEL
Social-
Awareness

● Demonstrate an awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and others’ cultural
backgrounds

● Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ
SEL:
Responsible
Decision
Making

● Identify the consequences associated with one’s actions in order to make constructive choices
● Evaluate personal, ethical, safety, and civic impact of decisions

Diversity and
Inclusion

● Highlight and promote diversity, including economic diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance, and
belonging in connection with gender and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disabilities, and
religious tolerance

● Examine the impact that unconscious bias and economic disparities have at both an individual
level and on society as a whole

Interdisciplinary Connection
Language Arts
RL.1.1.

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
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Language Arts
RL.1.5.

Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing on a
wide reading of a range of text types.

Language Arts
RL.1.9.

Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories

Language Arts
L.1.1.

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. A. Print all upper- and lowercase letters. B. Use common, proper, and possessive nouns.

Number and
Operations in
Base Ten
1.NBT A.

Extend the counting sequence. 1. Count to 120, starting at any number less than 120. In this range, read
and write numerals and represent a number of objects with a written numeral.

Unit Essential Question(s):
● Who are some important people in America’s history

and how do we commemorate their achievements?
● What was segregation and how did it impact African

Americans?
● How have laws and rules changed overtime to be

more inclusive to all people?
● What are American folktales?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
● Students will define segregation and identify

ways that heroes of history worked to change
laws.

● Students will identify personal characteristics that
helped Ruby Bridges persevere in a difficult
situation.

● Students will discuss segregation as it relates to
schools and African American history.

● Students will examine the civil rights movement
and how certain laws were unfair.

● Students will match cause and effect relationships
regarding Rosa Parks and the Bus Boycott.

● Students will celebrate and recognize the
achievements of African Americans in honor of
Black History Month.

● Students will learn about Hellen Keller and her
impact on Americans living with disabilities.

● Identify how changes in science and learning
have helped people overcome disabilities.

● Students will learn about voting and how laws
have changed over time to be inclusive of
women.

● Students will examine the historical impact of
Kamala Harris as the first Women Vice President
of the United States of America.

● Students will recognize and name people whom
they consider a superhero.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments: Individual work, Group work, Teacher Observation, Class discussion, Projects, Worksheets
Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s): Quizzes, Teacher Observations, Students Insight and Participation
Alternative Assessments:Teacher discussion, question and answer, student illustrations and verbal explanations

Resources/Materials:
Picture Books on various Heroes of History, Oak tag, Glue,
Braille examples, Lesson Activity Sheets, Brainpop Jr.

Key Vocabulary:
Segregation, boycott, suffrage, braille, perseverance, vote,
Black History Month, Women’s History Month

Suggested Pacing Guide
Lesson
Name/Topic

Student Learning Objective(s) Suggested Tasks/Activities: Day(s) to Complete
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Dr. Martin
Luther King
Jr.

● Students will define segregation
and identify ways that heroes of
history worked to change laws.
(Amistad Legislation)

● Class will read several
picture books based on the
life of Martin Luther King.

● Students will discuss laws
during the time of the Civil
Rights movement and
identify the ways they were
unfair to all people.

● Dreams activities
● Brainpop Jr: Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.

5 Days

Black History
Month:
Ruby Bridges

● Students will identify personal
characteristics that helped Ruby
Bridges persevere in a difficult
situation.

● Students will discuss segregation
as it relates to schools and
African American history.

● Students will read and
discuss various picture
books about Ruby Bridges.

● Students will identify
characteristics that Ruby
possessed; ie, brave,
intelligent, compassionate,
etc…

● Brainpop Jr: Ruby Bridges

2 Days

Black History
Month: Rosa
Parks

● Students will examine the civil
rights movement and how certain
laws were unfair. (Holocaust
Legislation)

● Students will match cause and
effect relationships regarding
Rosa Parks and the Bus Boycott.

● Classes will read and discuss
various picture books about
Rosa Parks: I Am Rosa
Parks, If This Bus Could
Talk

● BrainPop Jr: Rosa Parks
● Students will learn the

important order of events in
the life of Rosa Parks in
order to sequence on a
timeline.

● Classes will examine how
Boycotting against riding
buses increased pressure to
change laws. Class will
relate this to cause and effect
thinking and reasoning.

2 Days

Black History
Month:
Michael
Jordan

● Students will celebrate and
recognize the achievements of
African Americans in honor of
Black History Month.

● Class will read and discuss
books about Michael Jordan:
Salt in his Shoes and Dream
Big.

● Students will discuss how
the character trait or
Perseverance helps to reach
goals.

● Students will complete a
writing and drawing activity
to reflect about a time they
worked hard to reach a goal
(learning to ride a 2-wheeler,
jumping off the diving

2 Days



Midland Park Public Schools

board, reading a book
independently, etc)

Women’s
History
Month:
Hellen Keller

● Students will learn about Hellen
Keller and her impact on
Americans living with
disabilities.

● Identify how changes in science
and learning have helped people
overcome disabilities.

● Read various picture books
to understand the importance
of Hellen Keller’s life and
the impact she had for
advocating for rights of
people with disabilities.

● Explore how Braille is a
form of communication

● Create names in Braille
● Brainpop Jr: Hellen Keller

2 Days

Women’s
History
Month:
Susan B.
Anthony

● Students will learn about voting
and how laws have changed over
time to be inclusive of women.

● Read various pictures books
on Susan B. Anthony

● Identify ways that Susan B.
Anthony collaborated with
others to make a change to
benefit the common good.

● Activities sheet to identify
meaning of vocabulary
terms: slavery, abolitionist,
suffrage, Constitution

2 Days

Women’s
History
Month:
Kamala
Harris

● Students will examine the
historical impact of Kamala
Harris as the first Women Vice
President of the United States of
America.

● Students will recognize and name
people whom they consider a
superhero.

● Classes will read and discuss
books on Kamala Harris:
Kamala Harris by Rajani
LaRocca and Superheroes
are Everywhere by Kamala
Harris

● Students will reflect on
people in their lives that are
Superheroes (parents,
doctors, firefighters,
teachers, etc). Students will
illustrate and write complete
sentences providing
reasoning.

2 Days

Teacher Notes: Have additional books on hand in the classroom for Black History Month and Women’s History Month
Additional Resources:
NJ Social Studies Standards
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/about/
https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/about/

Differentiation/Modification
Students with

Disabilities
English Language

Learners
Gifted and Talented

Students
Students at Risk 504 Students

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Provide extension
activities

● Build on students’
intrinsic
motivations

● Provide extended
time to complete
tasks

● Consult with
Guidance
Counselors and

● Consult with 504
Plan for
modifications and
accommodations

● Rephrase
questions,

https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/about/
https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/about/
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questions, and
permit drawing
as an
explanation

● Consult with
Case Managers
and follow IEP
accommodations
/modifications

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions

● Provide Visual
Aids that are
labeled with
vocabulary terms

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide Higher
level questions

● Provide Open
Ended Questions

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

follow I&RS
procedures/
action plans

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

directions, and
explanations

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

Unit # - Overview
Unit 4

Content Area: Social Studies
Unit Title: Our Nation
Grade Level: 1st Grade
Core Ideas:
Students will begin to explore how and why the United States of America was created and the importance of the civic
responsibility of voting our national leaders.  Students will study past Presidents, such as George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln and identify the positive and lasting impacts they have had on America. Students will explore how these
individuals helped change the views and values of peoples’ lives in respect to the Amistad and Holocaust Mandate.
American symbols, monuments, and holidays will be explored and their connection to modern day life will be examined.
Students will understand the fundamental rights and responsibilities of American citizens. Finally, students will explore
various folktales and folk heroes and identify how stories were passed among people and generations of long-ago.

Unit # - Standards
Standards (Content and Technology):
CPI#: Statement:
Performance Expectations (NJSLS)
6.1.2CivicsP.I.
3

Explain how individuals work with different levels of government to make rules.

6.1.2. Civics
PI.6

Explain what government is and its function.

6.1.2 Civics
PD.1

Engage in discussions effectively by asking questions, considering facts, listening to the ideas of others,
and sharing opinions.

6.1.2. Civics
PD.2

Establish a process for how individuals can effectively work together to make decisions.

6.1.2 Civics
DP.1

Explain how national symbols reflect on American values and principles

6.1.2.CivicsD
P.2

Use evidence to describe how democratic principles such as equality, fairness, and respect for legitimate
authority and rules have impacted individuals and communities.
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6.1.2.CivicsD
P.3

Explain how historical symbols, monuments and holidays reflect the shared values, principles, and
beliefs of the American identity.

6.1.2 Civics
PR.1

Determine what makes a good rule or law.

6.1.2 Civics
PR.2

Cite evidence that explains why rules and laws are necessary at home, in schools, and in communities.

6.12. Civics
CM.1

Describe why it is important that individuals assume personal and civic responsibilities in a democratic
society.

6.1.2 Civics
CM.2

Use examples from a variety of sources to describe how certain characteristics can help individuals
collaborate and solve problems (e.g.,open-mindedness, compassion, civility, persistence)

6.1.2.History
SE.1

Use examples of regional folk heroes, stories, and/ or songs and make inferences about how they have
contributed to the development of a culture’s history

6.1.2.HistoryS
E.2

Analyze a variety of sources describing the same event and make inferences about why the accounts are
different (e.g., photographs, paintings, cartoons, newspapers, poetry, novels, plays).

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills
9.1.2CAP.1 Make a list of jobs and describe the skills associated with each job.
9.4.2.CI.1 Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives
9.4.2.IML.1 Identify a simple search to find information in a search engine or digital resource.
9.4.2IML.3 Use a variety of sources including multimedia sources to find information about topics such as climate

change, with guidance and support from adults.
Computer Science and Design Thinking
8.1.2.NI.1 Model and describe how individuals use computers to connect to other individuals, places, information,

and ideas through a network.
8.1.2.NI.2 Describe how the Internet enables individuals to connect with other places worldwide.
Intercultural Statements (Amistad, Holocaust, LGBT, SEL)
SEL: Self-
management

Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals

SEL: Social
Awareness

Demonstrate an understanding of the need for mutual respect when viewpoints differ

Diversity and
Inclusion

● Highlight and promote diversity, including economic diversity, equity, inclusion, tolerance, and
belonging in connection with gender and sexual orientation, race and ethnicity, disabilities, and
religious tolerance

● Examine the impact that unconscious bias and economic disparities have at both an individual
level and on society as a whole

Interdisciplinary Connection
Math Numbers
and Operations
in Base 10

● Compare two two-digit numbers based on meanings of the tens and ones digits, recording the results
of comparisons with the symbols >, =, and <.

Language Arts
RL.1.1.

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

Language Arts
W.1.5

With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from
peers and self-reflection, and add details to strengthen writing and ideas as needed.

Language Arts
SL.1.1

Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers
and adults in small and larger groups.
A. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a time
about the topics and texts under discussion).
B. Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple
exchanges.
C. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion.

Language Arts
SL.1.2.

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or
through other media.
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Language Arts
SL.1.3.

Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify
something that is not understood.

Unit Essential Question(s):
● How are government leaders selected?
● What characteristics must a government leader have?
● How have government leaders created laws and or

changed laws so that they are fair and inclusive to all
people?

● How do we commemorate famous American
presidents?

● What are American symbols and why are they
important to American heritage?

● What are folktales and some American legends?
● How were stories passed between people and

generations from a long time ago?

Unit Enduring Understandings:
● Students will recognize the responsibilities of

being a good citizen, including voting for
political leaders.

● Students will identify and describe important past
national leaders and their contributions to
America.

● Students will understand how various leaders
promoted human rights and equality for all
Americans as in connection to the Amistad and
Holocaust mandates.
● Utilizing maps and various picture books,
students will recognize and locate the historical
significance of American symbols and monuments.
● Students will identify how folktales and folk
heroes have contributed to American Heritage.

Evidence of Learning
Formative Assessments: Individual work, group work and interactions, teacher observations, class discussions, projects
Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s): Quizzes, teacher observations, student insight and participation
Alternative Assessments: Projects, Verbal Report

Resources/Materials:
Various Picture books related to topic themes
BrainpopJr.
Posters of American symbols and presidents

Key Vocabulary:
Citizenship, President, American Symbols, folktales,
exaggeration

Suggested Pacing Guide
Lesson
Name/Topic

Student Learning Objective(s) Suggested Tasks/Activities: Day(s) to Complete

1: What
characteristic
s do good
citizens
show?

● Students will recognize the
responsibilities of being a good
citizen, including voting for
political leaders.

● Utilizing the book Duck for
President, students will cast a vote to
identify the best leader of the farm.
● Class will discuss and
practice voting etiquette and that
everyone has a right to their own
opinion.
● Classes will read and discuss
various picture books on voting that
may include: My Teacher for
President, One Vote, Two Votes,
My Vote, Your Vote, Grace for
President, If I Ran for President

3 Days

2: Leaders of
our past

● Students will identify and
describe important past national
leaders and their contributions to
America.

● Students will understand how
various leaders promoted human
rights and equality for all

● Brain pop Jr: Presidents,
George Washington,
Abraham Lincoln

Picture Books: So You Want to be an
American President, President’s Day,
etc

5 Days
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Americans as in connection to
the Amistad and Holocaust
mandates.

● Classes will discuss jobs and
responsibilities of the
American Presidents

● Class will recognize leaders
who changed laws to respect
diversity and provide
inclusiveness for all
American people.

● Classroom activities for
President’s Day

3: American
symbols and
monuments

● Utilizing maps and various
picture books, students will
recognize and locate the
historical significance of
American symbols and
monuments.

● Using various sources that
include picture books,
Brainpopjr, internet web
pages, students will identify
important American symbols
such as the White House,
Liberty Bell, Bald Eagle,
Capital Building etc.

3 Days

4:American
Legends

● Students will identify how
folktales and folk heroes have
contributed to American
Heritage.

● Classes will read, compare
and contrast various
folktales.

● Students will investigate
how stories were told and
retold to include
exaggeration

● Use multimedia sources to
learn about such fictional
characters as Paul Bunyan,
Pecos Bill, Davy Crockett,
Johnny Appleseed, John
Henry

3 Days

Teacher Notes: Display poster of the American Presidents that includes current and past presidents
Additional Resources:
NJ Social Studies Standards
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/about/
https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/about/

Differentiation/Modification Strategies
Students with

Disabilities
English Language

Learners
Gifted and Talented

Students
Students at Risk 506 Students

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions, and
permit drawing

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

● Allow extended
time to answer
questions

● Provide extension
activities

● Build on students’
intrinsic
motivations

● Provide Higher
level questions

● Provide extended
time to complete
tasks

● Consult with
Guidance
Counselors and
follow I&RS

● Consult with 504
Plan for
modifications and
accommodations

● Rephrase
questions,
directions, and
explanations

https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/about/
https://www.nj.gov/education/amistad/about/
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as an
explanation

● Consult with
Case Managers
and follow IEP
accommodations
/modifications

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide Visual
Aids that are
labeled with
vocabulary terms

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Provide Open
Ended Questions

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

procedures/
action plans

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary

● Provide
multimedia
resources such as
apps, picture
books, etc

● Pre Teach
vocabulary


